256                     Defence of Mayence.                 [CHAP.

Custine retired from Germany he left 22,000 men to garrison
that city under the command of various generals, of whom
the most famous were Aubert-Dubayet, Doyre, Kleber, and
Meusnier de la Place, with two deputies on mission, Merlin of
Thionville and Rewbell; but he had left insufficient provisions,
and the Prussians confidently expected a short siege and an
easy conquest. However, the courage of the two deputies on
mission inspired the raw young volunteers who formed the
bulk of the garrison, and the defence of Mayence is famous in
the history of sieges. For a month the soldiers were kept on
half rations, but they expected speedy relief either from General
Alexandre de Beauharnais, the ex-Constituant, who had suc-
ceeded Custine in the command of the army of the Rhine, or
from General Houchaid and the army of the Moselle. They
waited in vain; and after every animal in the city, down to
the very rats, had been eaten, and after the gallantry of the
French republicans had impressed the Prussians so much that
the Prussian generals and the French deputies mutually re-
spected each other, Mayence surrendered on July 23. The
first feeling of the Convention was one of indignation against
the garrison, but the glowing accounts which Merlin of
Thionville and Rewbeil gave of its behaviour made the Con-
vention declare that the defenders had deserved well of the
country, and at the same time order the arrest of Custine and
Beauharnais, for not having better provisioned or relieved the
city. Since the garrison had surrendered on condition that
tbe soldiers should not serve in foreign wars for one year,
the gallant defenders of Mayence, who, though reduced from
22,000 to 8000 men, were now warlike and experienced troops,
were ordered to La Vendee. After the capture of Mayence
the Prussians made no further efforts. But the Austrian
marshal, Wurmser, after forcing his way into Alsace, carried
the famous lines of Wissembourg on October 13 ; after which
defeat Saint-Just and Le Bas, the deputies on mission, selected
Pichegru for the command of the army of the Rhine

The armies of the Alps and of Italy did nothing against
the foreign enemies during 1793.    Kellermann, who was in